
 

 

 

This is a full listing of all the events over the 

Gathering of Friends weekend, March 26TH -

29TH, 2020.  

 

Pender County is hosting a concierge table on 

Friday from 12:00 p.m. through 4:00 p.m. and 

Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Surf 

City Community Center to help with any 

arrangements while you are in town.   

 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 26th 

 

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. - PROGRESSIVE HIKE 

1: Bentonville Battlefield from Harper 

House to Cole Plantation (2.3 miles linear) 
 

REGISTER.  

 

Meet at Bentonville Battlefield Visitors Center, 

5466 Harper House Rd, Four Oaks, NC 27524 

 

Exploring the site of North Carolina’s largest 

Civil War battle, this easy 2.3-mile hike follows a 

recently opened trail that meanders through 

woods and fields, along the 1865 battle lines, 

and across surviving remnants of earthworks 

built for the battle. It is well marked with 

interpretive panels and plaques and historical 

displays that help hikers envision how the battle 

unfolded. This section of the trail has been 

newly added, and is a linear hike, with shuttles 

to be set prior to hike start. Hike leader is Taylor 

Keith, who will provide a 16-passenger bus to 

help with shuttling.   

 

(Drive time to Burgaw hike is 45 minutes.) 

 

11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. – TRAIL WORKDAY: 

Turnbull Creek Educational State Forest 

(TCESF) 
 

REGISTER. 

Meet at Jones Lake State Park parking lot 

located at 4117 NC-242, Elizabethtown, NC 

28337 

 

We will put the finishing touches on a new 

section of trail connecting Jones Lake State Park 

and TCESF. This new section of trail is featured 

in the new day hike guide and includes a new 

bridge over the Jones Lake Drain and TCESF's 

Naval Stores forestry exhibit. We have worked 

with volunteers and our partners at TCESF all 

year to make this connecting trail a reality and 

are excited to see it completed and open for the 

public's enjoyment.   

We are planning to install the trail head kiosk, 

put up the final blazes, and do a final groom of 

the trail bed as we walk its length together. 

Carrie McCullen, the TCESF Forest Supervisor is 

also scheduled to join us and discuss TCESF's 

forestry operations and the role of trails in their 

mission.  

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=54ke8qcab&oeidk=a07egvitg9258fa585d
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=54ke8qcab&oeidk=a07egv1vmhs9af99915


Wear closed-toe shoes and bring gloves, water, 

and a packed lunch (we will break to eat about 

halfway through). We will be providing extra 

water and trail snacks as well. No prior trail 

experience is necessary and we will be 

providing tools. However, we would benefit 

from extra hand-saws, mattocks, or garden 

rakes.  

We will provide an update on the status and 

specifics of this event as we get closer to the 

date.  

12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. – PROGRESSIVE 

HIKE 2: Downtown Roseboro Loop and 

Lunch with Mayor and Trail Angel Alice 

Butler (1.9 mile loop) 
 

REGISTER.  

 

Meet at Uncle Vinny’s Pizzeria, 103 West 

Roseboro Street, Roseboro, NC 28382   

 

Join trail angel and Roseboro Mayor Alice Butler 

and local MST friends for lunch and then stroll 

the 1.9 mile loop around downtown Roseboro.  

First, meet Mayor Butler to fuel up at local fave 

Uncle Vinny’s Pizzeria (each participant will pick 

up their own tab.) Then head out for an easy 

stroll that highlights both the history and the 

present of Roseboro, a Sampson County town 

that got its start as a depot on the railroad line 

from Fayetteville to Wilmington. The route 

parallels the old railroad bed into downtown, 

passing the town park and historic railroad 

depot. The return route passes two homes on 

the National Register of Historic Places.    

 

(Drive time to White Oak hike is 30 minutes.) 

 

 

 

 

3:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. – PROGRESSIVE 

HIKE 3: Old Cape Fear Countryside – White 

Oak Post Office to Harmony Hall (2.1 miles 

linear) 
 

REGISTER.  

 

Meet at White Oak Post Office, 10384 NC-53 W, 

White Oak, NC 28399 

 

This easy 2.1-mile hike proceeds on quiet back 

roads through mixed coastal-plain forests and 

pine plantations to Harmony Hall Plantation 

Historic Site. The plantation features one of the 

oldest surviving residences in North Carolina, 

along with several outbuildings, built in the 

1760s by Col. James Richardson, a prominent 

revolutionary war officer and state 

representative.  

 

Local historian Albert Shaw will guide the hike, 

ending with a tour of Harmony Hall. This is a 

linear hike, so a shuttle will be set prior to start 

of hike.  

 

(Drive to Surf City is 1 hour, 45 minutes.) 

 

6:00 p.m. – EARLY BIRD DINNER AND 

RECEPTION  
 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED FOR DINNER ONLY. 

 

Meet at Daddy Mac’s, 108 N Shore Drive, Surf 

City, NC 28445 or Welcome Center, 102 North 

Shore Dr, Surf City, NC 28445 

 

Join local trail builders and trail angels Tim and 

Cathy Supple for dinner at Daddy Mac’s and 

then head next door to the Welcome Center 

around 8:00 to hang out with other Friends on 

the deck, or inside if weather doesn’t permit.  

BYOB (beer and wine only, NO GLASS BOTTLES) 

is allowed and even encouraged once the group 

moves to the Welcome Center.   If you don’t 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=54ke8qcab&oeidk=a07egvixfqxe87c32be
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arrive in time for dinner, consider grabbing take 

out nearby and joining the group at the 

Welcome Center. (Each guest is responsible for 

own dinner tab.) Alcohol is not allowed on the 

beach.  

ALL ARE INVITED TO WELCOME CENTER.   

 

-------------------------------------------------- 

FRIDAY, MARCH 27th 
 

8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. – TOUR: Camp 

Lejeune Conservation Tour   
 

REGISTER.      

Meet at Camp Lejeune, specifics to be 

confirmed closer to tour.  

 At 246 square miles with 11 miles of beaches, 

Camp Lejeune is the largest Marine base in the 

Eastern US. All this land and water has made 

the base a conservation leader in North 

Carolina – restoring natural habitat and 

protecting endangered species in the Onslow 

Bight, which is ranked by The Nature 

Conservancy as one of the most diverse 

ecosystems in all of North America. 

This tour will give you a unique opportunity to 

learn more about the Onslow Bight ecosystem 

and to see what the base is doing to protect it. 

We’ll visit multiple sites to observe wildlife 

habitat protection at work. And while we’re at 

it, the tour will include a few other base hot-

spots – including the mock village the Marines 

use for training, the Memorial Gardens, and 

you’ll even get a chance to fire some simulated 

weaponry (some locations may change based 

on troop activities). Our guides will be Craig Ten 

Brink, Camp Lejeune’s Wildlife Biologist and Tim 

McCurry, Camp Lejeune's Community Plans and 

Liaison Officer who will share how the range 

activities are integrated into their conservation 

efforts.  

Participants are invited to arrive early for the 

morning colors promptly at 8:00.  There will be 

an area to congregate and look at memorabilia 

while you wait for the briefing at 8:30. We will 

eat on-base for lunch – you are welcome to 

bring lunch and snacks or purchase a buffet 

lunch from the Officer’s Club. SPACE IS VERY 

LIMITED.  PLEASE ONLY SIGN UP IF YOU ARE 

CERTAIN YOU WILL ATTEND, AND LIMIT YOUR 

GUESTS TO 1.  ADVANCED SECURITY PASSES 

WILL BE SECURED SEVERAL WEEKS IN 

ADVANCE. 

Also, please note that the base is on forced 

protective condition.  If this status changes, this 

excursion may be cancelled. 

10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – HIKE: Stones 

Creek Game Lands with Casey Phillips, NC 

Wildlife Resources Recovery and 

Sustainment Program Forester 
 

REGISTER.  

Meet at the Stones Creek Game Lands entrance 

on Highway 210, GPS coordinates 34°33'28.4"N 

77°26'48.0"W (34.557886, -77.446672), Sneads 

Ferry, NC 28460.  (This entrance is directly 

across from Bradshaw Road and Dixon 

Elementary School, 130 Betty Dixon Road, Holly 

Ridge, NC 28445.) 

 

Join Casey Phillips, NC Wildlife Resource 

Commission’s Recovery and Sustainment 

Program Forester, to hike and learn about 

restoration efforts at Stones Creek Game Land. 

Much of what is now the game land has 

historically been converted to pine plantation, 

some of which has been heavily timbered. 

Under the management of the NCWRC, efforts 

are underway to restore the native longleaf 

pine savannas that historically grew here. Much 

of the land through which this hike passes has 

been planted in young longleaf pine and, over 

the years, hikers will be able to watch it 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=54ke8qcab&oeidk=a07egvtp9jk86430d7a
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transform into a mature, highly diverse habitat. 

Even now, the area hosts a diverse abundance 

of wildlife and plants, including several 

endangered species.   

We will meet at the kiosk at the entrance, 

consolidate into a few cars, and then drive into 

Stones Creek to begin the hike.  Mileage will be 

determined by how often the group stops to 

look and learn, likely around 2-3 miles.  

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. HIKE: Self-Guided 8 

Miles along the Topsail Island portion of 

the MST  
 

REGISTER.  

 

Meet at start of boardwalk in Soundside Park, 

517 Roland Ave, Surf City, NC 28445.  This is to 

the left as you first enter the park, near the 

bathrooms. Please take care NOT to park in any 

spots designated for those using the boat 

launch, towards the back of the lot.  

 

Join others interested in hiking the entire 8- 

mile stretch along Topsail Island.  This is all on 

the beach and will be group-guided.  The route 

passes two of seven concrete observation 

towers built by the US Navy in World War II for 

Operation Bumblebee, a secret guided missile 

testing program that operated on Topsail Island 

from 1946 to 1948.  Hikers will also pass 

through Ocean City Community, which was 

founded in 1949 as one of the first family-

oriented beaches for African Americans who at 

that time could not usually purchase beachfront 

property.  

 

You will meet local MST-section hiker Kimberly 

Briggs at Soundside Park. She will share tips 

about the route; however, this is a self-guided 

hike because hikers may enjoy walking at 

different speeds.  Since it is a linear hike, 

shuttles need to be set prior to start of hike; 

Kimberly is willing to help as needed.  A few 

days before the hike, all hikers will be 

connected by email to determine what shuttle 

needs are.  

 

1:30 p.m. 4:00 p.m.  – PADDLE: Explore the 

Intracoastal Waterway with On Shore Surf 

Shop  
 

REGISTER. 

 

Meet at On Shore Surf Shop, 409 Roland Ave., 

Surf City 

 

Get outfitted with a PFD and stand up 

paddleboard (SUP) or kayak and then launch at 

2:00 p.m. (The shop backs up to the water 

launch spot.) We’ll traverse the Intracoastal 

Waterway with guide, George Howard, for a 

two-hour excursion. $36.50 fee per person for 

SUP or a kayak; must pre-register to ensure 

your spot.  When you register, you will select 

SUP or kayak.  Only 3 SUPs are available per 

time slot. Fee will be taken during registration.  

 

2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. – WALK AND 

WORKSHOP: Coastal Plants, Animals and 

Processes with Paul Hosier 
 

REGISTER.  

 

Meet at Topsail Beach Sound Side Beach Access 

Site #1, 2100 Shore Line Drive, Surf City, NC 

28445. (Drive south to basically the end of the 

island!) 

 

This field trip will explore the undisturbed 

dunes and marshes on the southernmost tip of 

Topsail Beach. The trip will engage you in 1) 

observing the area’s natural environments; 2) 

interpreting natural coastal processes that 

dominate the coast—including the impacts of 

coastal development; and 3) learning the 

names, characteristics, and lifestyles of the 

native plants and animals. Attendees should 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=54ke8qcab&oeidk=a07egvzjqv28865c9d6
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=54ke8qcab&oeidk=a07egvzjrhaf2dfb16c
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assemble at the public parking lot at the south 

end of Topsail Beach where we will begin our 

journey (not a forced march!)  

 

As we traverse the primary and secondary 

dunes, shrub thickets, and ocean margin, we 

will observe, identify, and discuss the plants and 

animals found in the region and consider the 

natural processes that influence our coastal 

denizens. If you are considering trekking the 

Outer Banks portion of the MST, this is a “must” 

field trip for you. After completing this coastal 

exploration, your knowledge and understanding 

of coastal processes and organisms will be 

expanded and certainly contribute to your 

enjoyment of the MST.   

 

Paul Hosier is a coastal plant ecologist and long-

time MST member. He was a professor of 

biology at UNC-Wilmington for 41 years and is 

currently a professor emeritus there.  He taught 

general ecology, barrier island ecology, and 

coastal management. Paul has conducted 

research along the coasts of NC, SC and GA to 

study the effects of hurricanes on vegetation, 

the effects of off-road vehicles on coastal 

processes and vegetation, and many other 

studies that were integral to the understanding 

of coastal systems.  He is the author of Seacoast 

Plants of the Carolinas; A New Guide for Plant 

Identification and Use in the Coastal Landscape.  

 

Paul is willing to stick around and answer 

questions prior to the reception. 

 

5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. WELCOME 

RECEPTION: Missiles and More Museum 
 

Meet at Historical Assembly Building,  

720 Channel Boulevard, Topsail Beach, NC 

28460. There is a large parking lot immediately 

in front of the Assembly Building.  Your car is 

safe to stay there all evening.  There is also 

additional parking in the closed business at the 

corner of Flake and S. Anderson.  

 

Topsail Beach Mayor Steve Smith welcomes all 

attendees for drinks and heavy hors d’oeuvres 

at the historic Missiles and More Museum and 

Assembly Building.  The Assembly Building was 

constructed in 1946 and was used by the 

government to assemble missiles for a secret 

operation being conducted on Topsail Island.  

Explore exhibits about the natural history of 

Topsail Island, the development of the Osprey 

helicopter, the significance of Operation 

Bumblebee and the groundbreaking Women 

Airforce Service Pilots.  A short program 

honoring all those who make the trail possible – 

volunteers, hikers, trail angels and trail 

communities – will wrap up the reception.  

Hosted by Pender County Tourism.   

 

7:30 p.m. – RETRO NIGHT: Topsail Island 

Rollerskating and Patio Playground 
 

Walk from reception to rink at 714 South 

Anderson Boulevard or putting greens at 807 

South Anderson Boulevard, both Topsail Beach, 

NC 28445 

 

For those who are eager to keep the night 

going, time for some retro fun!  The brave can 

go for a skate at the 1960’s era Topsail Island 

Rollerskating Rink and the smart can have a go 

at mini golf at the original 1950’s Putt Putt, 

Patio Playground.  These are both within 

walking distance of Missiles and More.  There 

will be a small fee associated with each activity 

which you will pay on-site.  Others may choose 

to explore other local sites, including a wine bar 

just past the skating rink which will have live 

music that evening.   

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 



SATURDAY, MARCH 28th 

 

6:45 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Sunrise Beach Stroll 

with Ecological Marine Adventures 
 

REGISTER. 

Meet at the Surf City Welcome and Visitors 

Center, 102 N. Shore Drive, Surf City.  

Staff from Ecological Marine Adventures, a 

marine conservation educator who believe that 

hands-on learning is the best kind of learning, 

will teach us about the Topsail Island eco-

system as we enjoy the sunrise along the shore. 

As we meander, we’ll experience the beauty of 

the shorefront MST and learn why we need to 

protect the ocean and coastal areas for 

generations to come.  Their staff will bring 

supplies for trash pick up as well, though Surf 

City does a remarkable job of keeping the 

beaches clean! 
 

Donations are welcome to help EMA continue 

their important work of educating students of 

all ages about marine conservation issues.  

8:30 a.m. – Registration opens for Annual 

Membership Meeting; full, hot breakfast 

provided by our hosts, the Town of Surf 

City. 

Surf City Community Center, 201 Community 

Center Dr, Surf City, NC 28445 

 

9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. – Membership 

Meeting, Surf City Community Center 

(includes lunch at 12:30) 
 

2:45 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. – WORKSHOP: How 

to Build a Bow-String Bridge 
 

REGISTER.  

 

Meet at Gazebo to the left of the Community 

Center. From here, you will carpool and caravan 

into Stones Creek Gamelands to see a current 

example of this bridge. You will enter from 

Highway 210, GPS coordinates 34°33'28.4"N 

77°26'48.0"W (34.557886, -77.446672), Sneads 

Ferry, NC 28460.  (This entrance is directly 

across from Dixon Elementary School, 130 Betty 

Dixon Rd, Holly Ridge, NC 28445.) 

 

The bowstring hiking bridge is an innovative 

concept for a strong, lightweight and simple 

bridge, suitable for most all hiking trails.  

Segment 15 volunteer and trail builder Mike 

O’Neill will share how their volunteers planned 

and executed these bridges and help trail 

builders learn how to construct them in their 

section of trail.  There will not be any actual 

bridge building, rather a “hands on how to” 

learning session with plenty of time for 

questions and the added bonus of spending 

time in Stones Creek!  We will drive in about 

half way on fire roads, and then walk about two 

thirds of a mile to the bridge site.  

 

3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. – TOUR:  Karen 

Beasley Sea Turtle Rescue & Rehabilitation 

Center  
 

REGISTER. 

 

Walk from rear of Community Center on path to 

302 Tortuga Lane, Surf City.    

 

Many Friends were treated to a wonderful 

behind-the- scenes tour and reception at this 

truly special place in 2019, and we are excited 

to drop in again. The Topsail Turtle Project was 

organized by Karen Beasley, as she saw the 

need to preserve and protect the Sea Turtle 

nests, nesting females and hatchlings on the 26 

miles of coastline on Topsail Island. After 

Karen’s early death, the torch was passed on to 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=54ke8qcab&oeidk=a07egvzk9wh43178ef9
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her mother, Jean Beasley, today the Executive 

Director of both the nesting program and the 

rehabilitation center. We’ll spend time touring 

with volunteers, meet Jean, an Oceana’s Ocean 

Hero, and most importantly, meet the turtles!   

 

On-site donations are welcome to support the 

vital services that the Sea Turtle Rescue 

provides.  

 

3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. – WALK AND 

WORKSHOP: Coastal Plants, Animals and 

Processes with Paul Hosier 
 

Meet at Topsail Beach Sound Side Beach Access 

Site #1, 2100 Shore Line Drive, Surf City, NC 

28445. (Drive south to basically the end of the 

island!) 

 

REGISTER. 

 

This field trip will explore the undisturbed 

dunes and marshes on the southernmost tip of 

Topsail Beach. The trip will engage you in 1) 

observing the area’s natural environments; 2) 

interpreting natural coastal processes that 

dominate the coast—including the impacts of 

coastal development; and 3) learning the 

names, characteristics, and lifestyles of the 

native plants and animals. Attendees should 

assemble at the public parking lot at the south 

end of Topsail Beach where we will begin our 

journey (not a forced march!). As we traverse 

the primary and secondary dunes, shrub 

thickets, and ocean margin, we will observe, 

identify, and discuss the plants and animals 

found in the region and consider the natural 

processes that influence our coastal denizens. If 

you are considering trekking the Outer Banks 

portion of the MST, this is a “must” field trip for 

you. After completing this coastal exploration, 

your knowledge and understanding of coastal 

processes and organisms will be expanded and 

certainly contribute to your enjoyment of the 

MST.   

 

Paul Hosier is a coastal plant ecologist and long-

time MST member. He was a professor of 

biology at UNC-Wilmington for 41 years and is 

currently a professor emeritus there.  He taught 

general ecology, barrier island ecology, and 

coastal management. Paul has conducted 

research along the coasts of NC, SC and GA to 

study the effects of hurricanes on vegetation, 

the effects of off-road vehicles on coastal 

processes and vegetation, and many other 

studies that were integral to the understanding 

of coastal systems.  He is the author of Seacoast 

Plants of the Carolinas; A New Guide for Plant 

Identification and Use in the Coastal Landscape.  

 

Paul is willing to stick around and answer 

questions prior to the Soundside Park event. 

 

3:15 p.m. to 4:45 pm. - GUIDED MAYOR’S 

TOUR OF SURF CITY AND TOPSAIL ISLAND: 

Visit the Island’s Hot Spots.  
 

REGISTER. 

 

Meet Soundside Park, 517 Roland Ave, Surf City, 

NC 28445. Look for the bus. Take care not to 

park in the boat parking at rear of lot.  

 

Hop on a bus with Surf City Mayor Doug Medlin 

as he shows off his favorite cultural and 

historical spots on Topsail Island.  You’ll stop by 

the Finger Canals, Trailer Bar, Barnacle Bill’s 

Fishing Pier Remnants, The William Sumner 

Shipwreck, Bumble Bee Tower Home N. Shore 

Drive, Surf City Pier “A View from the End,” 

Bumble Bee Tower Home S. Shore Drive, and 

Bumble Bee Tower Beach Tour, learning the 

history and stories from Mayor Medlin, who is a 

native Topsailinian, Topsailite?  Maybe he 

knows. The tour will return to the park in time 

for the Surf City Soundside Park soiree!  

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=54ke8qcab&oeidk=a07egvtr6qh4b36ed51
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3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. HIKE: Stones Creek 

Game Land: NC 210 to US 17 with 

Gathering Keynote Speaker Julie Moore 

(3.5 miles) 
 

REGISTER.  

Meet at the Stones Creek Game Lands entrance 

on Highway 210, GPS coordinates 34°33'28.4"N 

77°26'48.0"W (34.557886, -77.446672), Sneads 

Ferry, NC 28460.  (This entrance is directly 

across Bradshaw Road, from which you can 

access Dixon Elementary School, 130 Betty 

Dixon Rd, Holly Ridge, NC 28445. If the trailhead 

lot is full, park at the elementary school.)  

Hike across Stones Creek Game Land to 

complete another hike in the 40 Hike Challenge. 

This 3.5-mile hike traverses the Game Land, a 

little-known enclave nestled into Camp Lejeune 

Marine Corps Base. Much of what is now the 

game land has historically been converted to 

pine plantation, some of which has been heavily 

timbered. Under the management of the North 

Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission, efforts 

are underway to restore the native longleaf 

pine savannas that historically grew here. Much 

of the land through which this hike passes has 

been planted in young longleaf pine and, over 

the years, hikers will be able to watch it 

transform into a mature, highly diverse habitat. 

Even now, the area hosts a diverse abundance 

of wildlife and plants, including several 

endangered species. 

Our keynote speaker Julie Moore, who spent 

much of her career working in longleaf pine 

forests, will meet the group at the start to help 

you understand what is happening on the land 

and how to envision the beautiful open 

wiregrass savannah that should be established 

within a decade or two.  

This is a 3.5-mile linear hike so we will need to 

set shuttles before the hike starts.  Hike leader 

is David Bland.   PLEASE NOTE: Hike will not be 

completed by the start of the Soundside Park 

events at 5.  David has offered to lead hikers to 

local dining spots after the hike if not headed 

immediately back to Surf City. If this is 

appealing to you, let David know during the 

hike.   

Please consider carpooling to the hike start.  

Once the meeting is over, gather by 2:45 at the 

flagpole outside of the Community Center to 

carpool.  Once we get all hikers to the trailhead, 

we’ll set shuttles to the opposite side of the 

gamelands and get underway.  

4:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. – MUSIC AND FOOD: 

Sips and Sounds in Surf City’s Soundside 

Park  
 

Meet at Soundside Park, 517 Roland Ave, Surf 

City, NC 28445. Take care not to park in the rear 

of the lot which is reserved for those using the 

boat launch.  There is plenty of new street 

parking on Roland Avenue.  

 

All are invited (family, friends, entire 

community) to gather and enjoy time together 

in Soundside Park.  Grab dinner starting at 4:30 

from local food trucks, Southern Roots Food 

Truck and Salty Sistas Food Truck.  20 x 20 inch 

coolers (beer and wine only, NO GLASS) will be 

allowed for those 21 and over. Bring your camp 

chair or beach blankets.  

 

From 5 to 7, Boone-based songwriter and 

musician Shay Martin Lovette will perform two 

sets. Lovette has appeared at nationally 

renowned festivals Merlefest and Bristol 

Rhythm and Roots Reunion and is currently at 

work on a new album at the Rubber Room 

Recording Studio in Chapel Hill with Joseph 

Terrell of the band Mipso as producer. We love 

that Shay is also an avid hiker/backpacker and is 

currently working on segment backpacking the 

MST with plans to cover segments 5 and 6 in 

2020.  He supplied the tune “Heat Lightning” for 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=54ke8qcab&oeidk=a07egvzksfeb13d3107


our 2019 Birthday Hike video and has quickly 

become a Friends’ favorite.  

  

Shay has toured extensively across the 

southeast and beyond in support of his latest 

album “Swifter Drifter.” Each song full of joy, 

pain, yearning, triumph, and heartbreak—a 

relatable swath of emotional experiences that 

creates an instant connection with the listener. 

His music has also started to drift overseas 

where the Berlin-based Songpickr referred to 

Lovette as an "undiscovered jewel" and 

selected 'Swift Drifter' as one of the top albums 

of 2018. Public radio powerhouse, WNCW also 

ranked 'Swift Drifter in their top 100 albums of 

2018 as voted by their listeners.  

 

Shay will wrap up as we gather for the group 

hike. Soundside Park’s new playground is open 

– with a great view of the stage!  Kids are very 

welcome.  

 

7:00 p.m. – GROUP HIKE: Hike the “Peaks 
of Pender” aka the newish Surf City Bridge. 
   
REGISTRATION APPRECIATED.  ALL ARE 
WELCOME!  
 
Meet at the start of the boardwalk in Soundside 
Park, 517 Roland Ave, Surf City, taking care not 
to park in the rear section of the parking lot 
reserved for boat trailers. If the front lots are 
full, please park along Roland Street.    
 
We had such a memorable group jaunt over the 
bridge in 2019 that we are going to do it again! 
Join the whole group (and bring your friends 
and families) as we scale the highest heights at 
the coast on the Surf City Bridge which has a 
dedicated pedestrian lane.  After Shay wraps up 
his show at 6:45, we will gather as a group at 
the start of the boardwalk.  We’ll follow the 
boardwalk to the base of the bridge, and then 
up and over at your own pace. Take photos of 
the island, the Intracoastal and the Ocean in 
one shot.  Sunset is at 7:29.  Many bridge hikers 

enjoyed stopping briefly on the mainland for 
dinner or drinks before crossing back over at 
their leisure.  
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29TH 

 
Enjoy church services at: Surf City Baptist 

Church/The Gathering - 304 Wilmington Ave, 

Surf City; Faith Harbor United Methodist Church 

- 14201 NC-50, Surf City; All Saints Catholic 

Church – 420 N Topsail Dr, Surf City; Lifewalk 

Church – 110 N New River Dr, Surf City; Chapel 

by the Bay - 216 Michigan Ave, Holly Ridge 

 

7:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. – PANCAKE 

BREAKFAST: Hosted by Paddle 4 Troops 
 

REGISTRATION APPRECIATED.  ALL ARE 

WELCOME.  

 

Surf City Welcome and Visitors Center (102 N. 

Shore Drive, Surf City).   

 

Paddle 4 Troops will host and cook a pancake 

breakfast. Any donations ($5 per plate) will 

benefit the Paddle 4 Troops production of a fun 

and competitive paddle race for veterans on the 

Intercoastal Waterway in the fall.  The breakfast 

will be held at the newly renovated Surf City 

Welcome Center. 
 

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. GUIDED DRIVING 

TREK: Holly Shelter Game Land Trek  
 

REGISTER. 

 

Meet at Holly Shelter access (Lodge Road), 

located off NC Highway 17. Specific instructions 

will be sent to registrants.  

 

This program introduces participants to 

Longleaf Pine and Pocosin habitats found 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=54ke8qcab&oeidk=a07egvtrri8d1aa536b
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=54ke8qcab&oeidk=a07egvtrri8d1aa536b
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=54ke8qcab&oeidk=a07egvzmx5fc344474e
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naturally in Holly Shelter Game Land; a 60,000 

acre public trust property owned and managed 

by the North Carolina Wildlife Resources 

Commission. 

  

The four-hour trip will feature frequent stops to 

observe significant interest areas, including 

some of North America’s most diversely 

populated carnivorous plant gardens 

highlighted by some of the world’s last 

remaining natural populations of Venus’ Fly 

Trap (Dionaea muscipula).  While immersed in 

the Longleaf Pine ecosystem, where 

endangered Red-cockaded Woodpeckers dwell, 

participants will also explore isolated rain pools 

supporting more species of frogs than just 

about anywhere else within the Atlantic coastal 

plain, north of Florida. 

 

With more than 1,000 species of wildflowers 

and other plants, along with hundreds of 

identified wildlife species, Holly Shelter is a 

nationally significant wild area situated 

between Wilmington and Jacksonville, NC; two 

rapidly urbanizing coastal communities. This to 

say, Holly Shelter is one of the last great natural 

places in southeastern North Carolina. 

  

This program’s leader is Andy Wood, a 

recognized coastal plain ecologist and award-

winning conservation educator. For more than 

three decades Andy has observed and studied 

this ecoregion’s rarest and most-imperiled 

species and their habitats, in-turn sharing his 

observations as a public speaker, author, and 

public radio commentator.  

 

Because the Game Land is so large and diverse, 

transportation between sites will be by 

carpooled vehicles of the hike participants. Let 

the hike leader know if you’re willing to drive 

yourself and other participants that day. The 

gravel roads are in good condition, and suitable 

for most cars.  

Bring snacks and water.  
 

9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  PADDLE: Explore 

the Intracoastal Waterway with On Shore 

Surf Shop  
 

REGISTER. 

 

Meet at On Shore Surf Shop, 409 Roland Ave., 

Surf City.   

 

Get outfitted with a PFD and stand up 

paddleboard (SUP) or kayak and then launch at 

9:30 a.m. (The shop backs up to the water 

launch spot.) We’ll traverse the Intracoastal 

Waterway with guide, George Howard, for a 

two-hour excursion. $36.50 fee per person for 

SUP or a kayak; must pre-register to ensure 

your spot.  When you register, you will select 

SUP or kayak.  Only 3 SUP are available per time 

slot.  
 

9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. PROGRESSIVE HIKE 

4: Burgaw Greenway Loop (2.7 mile loop) 
 

REGISTER. 

Meet at the Historic Train Depot and Chamber 

of Commerce, 115 S. Dickerson, Burgaw. 

Meet Cody Suggs, Burgaw Parks and Recreation 

director, for an easy, flat hike through the 

quaint little town of Burgaw. Highlights include 

the historic Burgaw Train Depot, the oldest in 

North Carolina (built circa 1850) and home to a 

small transportation museum, the downtown 

Burgaw Historic District, and forested paths 

through residential areas and parks. The 2.7-

mile loop is also known as the Osgood Canal 

Greenway and Urban Trail and is all on 

sidewalks or asphalt greenway.   

(Drive time to Moores Creek hike is 20 

minutes.) 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=54ke8qcab&oeidk=a07egvznm3jab155e81
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11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. – HISTORY HIKE 

AND LUNCH: Exploring Burgaw 

REGISTER.  

Meet at Pender County Museum, 200 West 

Bridgers Street, Burgaw, 28425.  

The tour will start at the Pender County 

Museum with Jeanette Jones, a local historian 

and board member of the Pender County 

Historical Society.  The museum building itself 

was built in 1917 by the late Amos Burton, who 

served as the Mayor of Burgaw. It's also the 

oldest brick home in Burgaw.  

From there, we’ll wander through historic 

Burgaw, the town Hollywood loves. Guides will 

point out the historic (and oldest) train depot in 

North Carolina, spots where various television 

and movies were filmed and other hot spots, 

some on and some off the MST route through 

town.  Afterwards, we invite all to have lunch at 

local favorite, MeMa’s Chicken and Ribs (602-G 

Hwy 117 N.) in Burgaw before heading home.  

(Each attendee is responsible for their tab.) 

The Burgaw Easter Egg Scramble will take place 

from 3 to 5 in the afternoon at the Pender 

Memorial Park, 601 South Smith Street in 

Burgaw. Open to ages 1-12, and all ages can 

watch the fun.  

11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – PROGRESSIVE 

HIKE 5: Moores Creek National Battlefield 

Loop 

REGISTER. 

Meet at Visitors Center, 40 Patriots Hall Dr, 

Currie, NC 28435 

Hike this short 0.9-mile loop trail that explores 

the site of the first Patriot victory in the 

American Revolution (the battle took place on 

February 27, 1776). It takes visitors past some 

of the most important sites of the battlefield, as 

well as monuments to some of the heroes of 

the battle. The battlefield's multiple habitats in 

close proximity, including a longleaf pine 

restoration area, other upland forests, and 

swamp forest, make it a good spot for a variety 

of birds, and it is designated as a unit of the 

North Carolina Birding Trail. The hike mostly 

follows improved surfaces, including a “rubber 

road” made from shredded tires.   

(Drive time to Jones Lake hike is 45 minutes.) 

2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. PROGRESSIVE HIKE 6: 

Jones Lake State Park Visitor Center to 

Turnbull Creek Educational State Forest 

Office (1 mile, linear) 

REGISTER. 

 

Meet at Jones Lake State Park parking lot 

located at 4117 NC-242, Elizabethtown, NC 

28337. 

 

Join Friends’ Coastal Crescent project manager 

Ben Jones to walk this new section of trail. 

Carolina bays, named for the evergreen bay 

trees that thrive in many of them, are elliptical 

depressions, all aligned in a northwest to 

southeast direction. The bays occur all over 

southeastern North Carolina and provide 

habitat for many rare and endangered species. 

Although theories abound about how they were 

originally formed, nobody really knows.  

This 1.0-mile hike features two of these bays—

one still holding water and one that has dried 

and filled with vegetation—as well as an 

educational area featuring information about 

historic longleaf pine harvesting and treatment 

practices for the naval stores industry. (For 

hikers seeking a longer walk, Jones Lake State 

Park’s Bay Trail forms a four-mile loop around 

the lake. The first 1.4 miles, going clockwise, are 

part of the MST. 

(Drive time to Smithfield Greenway is 1 hour, 15 

minutes.) 
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5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. – PROGRESSIVE 

HIKE 7: Smithfield’s Neuse Riverwalk from 

Smithfield Recreation and Aquatics Center 

to Bob Wallace Jaycee Kiddie Park (3.1 

miles linear) 
 

REGISTER. 

 

Meet in the parking lot at Smithfield Recreation 

and Aquatics Center. 600 E Booker Dairy Rd, 

Smithfield, NC 27577 

 

This will be a self-guided hike for those who 

need just one more hike before heading home.  

 

This 3.1-mile hike offers a pleasant riverside 

amble along a paved greenway from into the 

heart of Smithfield. The Neuse Riverwalk, also 

known as the Buffalo Creek Greenway, begins 

at Smithfield’s recreational center, and 

accommodates hikers, runners, and cyclists in 

its ten-foot width. Highlights include river views 

and several educational displays and historical 

plaques.  

 

All registered hikers will be connected via email 

about one week prior to hike.  Since this is a 3.1 

mile linear hike at the end of a long weekend, 

we expect many will want to set up a shuttle so 

they don’t have to walk 6.2 miles roundtrip. 
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